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 OSH ALERT  2021-08 [12 August 2021] 

 
 

U.S. Coast Guard Alert in re Wire Rope 
Terminations (Swaged Fittings) 

 
Last month, the United States Coast Guard (USCG) issued a Marine Safety Alert which 
has as its subject wire rope terminations. We attach a link to that Alert below and urge 
our management and labor constituents to examine all wire rope loose and standing gear 
in their inventory that fits into the universe addressed by this Alert. 
 
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/CG-
5PC/INV/Alerts/USCGSA_0421.pdf?ver=cmKJSn6AJFjJrZdfrlQQLw%3D%3D 
   
In sum, USCG has identified wire rope terminations (end of rope fittings) that have 
presented abnormalities that would likely affect the performance and safety of the wire 
rope itself. In many cases, the safe working load (SWL) originally designated by the 
rope’s manufacturer could be significantly decreased owing to these deficiencies. 
 
We urge gear men, lifting appliance mechanics, etc., to carefully examine all such wire 
rope terminations, consistent with the advice set out within the USCG Alert. 
 

                                   
 
     Got a question about this particular subject? Write to the JSC at: blueoceana@optonline.net 
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