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OSH ALERT 2021'08 [12 August 2021]

U.S. Coast Guard Alert in re Wire Rope
Terminations (Swaged Fittings)

Last month, the United States Coast Guard (USCG) issued a Marine Safety Alert which
has as its subject wire rope terminations. We attach a link to that Alert below and urge
our management and labor constituents to examine all wire rope loose and standing gear
in their inventory that fits into the universe addressed by this Alert.

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/CG-
5PC/INV/Alerts/USCGSA 0421.pdf?ver=cmKJSn6AJFjJrZd{rlQQLw%3D%3D

In sum, USCG has identified wire rope terminations (end of rope fittings) that have
presented abnormalities that would likely affect the performance and safety of the wire
rope itself. In many cases, the safe working load (SWL) originally designated by the
rope’s manufacturer could be significantly decreased owing to these deficiencies.

We urge gear men, lifting appliance mechanics, etc., to carefully examine all such wire
rope terminations, consistent with the advice set out within the USCG Alert.
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VERIEY YOUR WIRE ROPE TERMINATIONS:
INCORRECT TERMINATIONS CAN LEAD TO CATASTROPHIC FAILURE

This Safery Alon addresses the importance of verifying the condition asd manuficturing of wire rope
terminations wsed in various sysiems that atilize wire rope in 2 load-handling capacity (¢.g., lifesaving
appliances, cranes, lifting slings). The Coast Guaed Is currently investigating » casualty involving a
failed wire rope termination that resulted in extensive damage to equipencat
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safety factor that & roguirod by regn
industry standard practice for the

The Coast Guard strongly recommends that owners,
manufacturess, operatoes and service providers utlizing wire
rope in systems on amy vessel or OCS facility

ith a uniform appearance,

Figure 2 show oendness, and Figure 3 shows

ing)

* Compare fitting sgainst the manufacturer’s
specificationsoleramces for the completed fittiag (Le,  ponn
docs the Jength and diameter fall within fizing
masafacturer specifications); snd

1

Got a question about this particular subject? Write to the JSC at: blueoceana@optonline.net

Working Together For The Benefit Of All

ILA-USMX OSH Alerts are devised to reflect the best possible information and guidance, and are products of diligent research and
the most up to date subject matter knowledge. Consequently, while the information contained herein is believed to be accurate, owing
to a host of factors ILA-USMX can convey no direct or implied warranty relative to the reliance of parties upon content.
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